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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TO THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


THE Rev. J. [VIMEY, whose misrepresentations the fol- 
lowing Letter is designed to correct, has published a very 
angry Reply, in which he does not deny the accuracy 
of my statement, but by declaring (in a spirit which I 
shall not imitate) that the unanimity was obtained under 
false pretences—he endeavours to justify his own in- 
consistency. His want of opposition at the time is_ 
ascribed to a curious circumstance, that “ his fortitude 
forsook him on the occasion!” The spirit was willing, but 
the flesh, it seems, was weak—so that this dereliction of 
duty must be laid to human infirmity. Mr. Ivimey’s 
conduct however was, in the eye of his friends, essentially 
wrong—the ministers of his own denomination condemn 
him; and some would fain have dissuaded him from the 
further exposure of himself by publication. His illiberal 
‘reflections on the Presbyterians and General Baptists are as 
unjust as they are irrelevant. The cry of heresy is a miser- 
able substitute for argument. It is indeed the old stale 
trick played off by bad men for the worst of purposes, in 
the worst times of Popery. His Creed, of the purity of 
which he makes such a pharisaical boast, and by which 
infallible standard he measures the opinions of others, 
may be true or false, for any thing he knows to the con- — 
trary, because hatred of the sentiments of others incapa- 
citates an individual for a calm and dispassionate enquiry 
after truth. He may happen to be in the right—but his 
temper, pertinacious and rude in the extreme, is most 
assuredly wrong, being in direct opposition to the mild 
and concijiating spirit of Christianity. His obliging offer 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SECOND EDITION. 


THE Rev. J. [VIMEY, whose misrepresentations the fol- 
lowing Letter is designed to correct, has published a very 
angry Reply, in which he does not deny the accuracy 
of my statement, but by declaring (in a spirit which I 
shall not imitate) that the unanimity’ was obtained under 
false pretences—he endeavours to justify his own in- 
consistency. His want of opposition at the time is_ 
ascribed to a curious circumstance, that “ his fortitude | 
. forsook him on the occasion The spirit was willing, but 
the flesh, it seems, was weak—so that this dereliction of 
_ duty must be. laid to human infirmity. Mr. Ivimey’s 

conduct however was, in the eye of his friends, essentially 
wrong—the ministers of his own denomination condemn 
him; and some would fain have dissuaded him from the 


farther exposure of himself by publication. Hibs illiberal — 


‘reflections on the Presbyterians and General Baptists are as 
unjust as they are irrelevant. The cry of heresy is a miser- 
able substitute for argument. It is indeed the old stale 
trick played off by bad men for the worst of purposes, in 
the worst times of Popery.. His Creed, of the purity of 
which he makes such a pharisaical boast, and by which 
infallible standard he measures the opinions of others, 


may be true or false, for any thing he knows to the con- — 


trary, because hatred of the sentiments of others incapa- 
citates an individual for a calm and dispassionate enquiry 
after truth. He may happen to be in the. right—but_his 
temper, pertinacious and mde in the extreme, is most 
_ assuredly wrong, being in direct opposition to the mild 
and concijiating spirit of Christianity. His obliging offer 


@* 


TO THE 
é 
x 
- 
. 
iv. —_ J * 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


of blushing for me, and for my friends, who wish well to 
the Catholic claims, should lead him to recollect, that as 
every man ought to be just before he is gencrous—he 
has no blushes to spare on the occasion. His Brethren, 
who at the Library kindly. but vainly endeavoured to 
make him act agreeable to his own motto—“ Study to be 
quiet, and do your will now, judging 
from the antichristian spirit.in which his pamphlet is 
written-——despair of his reformation. 


The thanks I have received from every quarter for the 
following vindication of the honour of the General Body 
of the Ministers of the Three Denominations, mecting 
at Dr. Williams’s Library, Redcross Street, on a late. 
memorable occasion, will be a source of pure satisfac- | 
tion to the latest period of life. Whether Mr. Ivimey, 
according to his system of neutrality, which he has been 
‘ the first to break, chuses forthe future to treat his fellow 
Christians the Catholics with a cold and unnatural apathy, 
or whether he continues to assail his Protestant Dissent- 
ing friends with a fiery and Quixotic zeal, is to me a 
matter of perfect indifference. Having inflicted the me- 
rited chastisement—I take leave of this Reverend Accuser 
of the Brethren with a piece of salutary and evangelical 


advice—sIN NO MORE, LEST A WORST THING COME UNTO 


y have silty'a tiow 'to beg the: Reader, to view these pages, 
inno other light, than an humble but free-will offering 
at shriné of RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 


EB. 


Islington, 
May 20,1813. 


4. 
> 
i 
4 
t 
4 
» 
“ag 
42 
4 
* ‘ 
“4 
=} 
é 
1 
ure 
4 


‘LETTER: 


tery 


‘TOA 


ON THE LATE 


‘PETITION OF THE DISSENTING MINISTERS, _ 
Xc. 


DEAR SIR, 


F ormine one of the late to Hot 
Lanp and to Wittiam Smita, Esq. M. P, for Nor- 
wich, you and other of my Brethren in the. Mi- 
nistry have written to me from various parts of the 
kingdom for some information relative to the Petition 
lately presented to both Houses of Parliament. .You 
particularly request me to state the.ground of the 


Opposition made to. it by an honourable.member of 


the House of Commons its. presentation. As 
the matter has excited a good deal of surprise, both 
amongst. us and with you in the.country, I must 
not deny your reasonable request; The explana- 
tion shall, be given with and not to 


to the history of the Peririon, together with 
the Hesolutions, simply the follgwing :—-At 
_J* A short Letter; of a similar tendency, was very properly inserted .in 
he public prints—by the Rev. Thomas Rees, one of our Deputation. 
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the Annvat Meztinea of the Body of Dissenting 
Ministers, residing in London and Westminster for 
the year 1811, thanks were voted to Earus Sran- 
and Grey, and to Lorps and Er- 
sking, for their steady opposition to Lord Sidmouth’s 


‘Bill, The concluding resolutions of thanks ex- 


pressed a hope that these eminent Statesmen, “ when 
a PROPER occasion offers, will, by a. similar exer- 
tion of their distinguished talents, promote the abo- 
lition of all penal. statutes in the province of re- 
ligion, and a substitution of the benefits of com- 
plete religious liberty for those of ‘a now restricted 
toleration.” In this meeting there was an entire 


agreement. This was also the case with respect to 


the preceding meetings relative to’ Lord Sidmouth. 
At that crisis petty considerations were dropped— 


‘the ebullitions of party spirit had’ subsided, and 


there was nothing to be heard when we met each 


“Other, either in private or public, but expressions of 


harmony and love. Lory Sinmourn indeed rendered 
the Protestant Dissenters an essential service, were it 


only iff uniting their affections together, and shew- 


ing them how union promotes the cause of religious 
liberty—the diffusion of which is essential to the 
spread of our common Christianity. “What was 
effected by the Legislature on this memorable oc- 
casion, affords an anticipation of ultimate success. 
It is hoped that ere Jong the barriers set up by 
the intolerance. and bigotry of former times will 
give way-—and the full tide of raLigious 


_ Linsrty be-suffered to flow down to latest posterity. 
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Acting on the concluding Resolution atthe An- 
nual Meeting, it was thought that the proper occa. 
Sion there alluded to was at length arrived, and 
accordingly a meeting was convened ‘at rue Li: 
BRakY, Redcross Street, April 21, 1812, the object. 
of which was the repeal of att Penal Statutes in ~ 
matters of religion. The Meeting was numerously 
attended—and the subject debated with freedom 

and impartiality. pom) 


RESOLUTIONS AND PETITION. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


At a General Meeting of the Protestant Dissent- 
ing Ministers of the Three Denominations re- 
siding in and about the Cities of London and 
Westminster, holden by Adjournment at ‘the 

__ Library in Redcross Street, on Tuesday, April 

“91,1812 


-» Resotvep, That it is the natural right of all men to 
worship God agreeably to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences. 


sity 3a | 
_That all human laws which serve to restrict them in the 
exercise of this right, are unjust in their principle, and in 
their tendency and operation highly injurious to the best 
interests of) light. 


That this Body vaaned with deep concern the existence, 
an the Statute Book of their img of several laws of 


4 


this deséription, which, in whatever) measure:irecom, 


mended.at) the.séveral periods of their enactment by the 


plea of political/ necessity, are at present, from the change 
that has.taken place in the circumstances of the times, and 
the more liberal spirit which prevails among all classes of 
the community, no less unwafranted by such plea, than 
| yt 

That, with the view of asserting the un. 
rendu freedom of divine worship, and, to. an, equal 
participation with their fellow-subjects of the privileges 
of the constitutiony-from=whieh-they are excluded on 
account of their religious profession, a Petition be pre- 
sented from) this body to both Houses of Parliament, pray- 
ing for a repeal of all the Penal Statutes now in force, 
whose operations extend to the province of Religion. 


EV ANS, Chairman, 


BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of the undersigned, being Pro- — 

testant Dissenting Ministers of the Three Deno- 

minations, residing in. and about the, of 

SHEWETH, 


“That your Petitioners conceiving the right of worship. 
ping God according to the dictates of their Own consciences — 


“to be derived from the AUTHOR’ of their being, and con- 


firmed by the FounpeR of their Chiistian faith, and 
therefore not to be subject to the controul’éf human au- 
thority, cannot but regard with deep concern those statutes 
which restrain ‘and limit’ the of this right, and 
impose Conditions ‘and penalties that seem'to them as 
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unjustyuptheir principle, -as they the 
"That your Petitioners consider those statutes, as origie 
pally designed to guard against evils which no longer exist, 
and as expressive of sentiments with regard to the nature 
and extent of religious liberty which no longer prevail—at 
a period when the subjects of THE BRITISH EMPIRE, how- 
ever they.may.differ:with regard to the principles of. theit 
religion, and their; mode of professing it, concur; in a 
cordial attachment tg the family on the throne, and. when 
enlightened views Of RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, and a correspond. 
ing liberality of spirit, have been diffused among religious 
all Genoininations. | 


That your Petitioners, expressing ‘their lively grstirode 
- for.the concessions made to their religious rights in the 
course of the present. reign, earnestly but respectfully 
pray that every, remaining Penal Statute, which extends 
jts operation to the province of religion, may be repealed; 
and that whilst they conduct themselves as loyal, obedient, 
and peaceable subjects to the state, they, in common with 
allthéir fellow-citizens, may be put in possession of com- 
PLETE RELIGIOUS ‘FREEDOM, and allowed to’ worship their 
Maker, and maintain their Christian profession, according 
to their,,own views,.and their incumbent , duty, without 
being, subjected, under the sanction of law, to, any, pe- 
nalties or disabilities i in consequence of their dissent from 
the established church 


itiw botror ehiaw 


"Phat your Petitioners, confiding in the wisdom and 
justice of this Right’ Honourable ‘House,’ pray that: their 
cause may: be taken into consideration, and - the relief 
granted to them for 


‘ 


passed. unanimously, ‘and the:rest. with little or. no 
.. amimadversion. Indeed the sense of the meeting 


10 
Rev. Tuomas Rees brought forward the 


- motion; and it was seconded with ability by Dr. 


Pye Smitu, head tutor of the Independent Aca- 
demy at Homerton. Several gentlemen, who 
objected ‘not’ to the principle, wished the period 
of application to be deferred to a more. suitable 
opportunity. Dr. contended, with 


‘great) energy, that: the proper time was.cume, and 


assigned reasons for an pacreranegs application to 


~ Dr. Lindsay, the Rev. J. fess the Rev. J. Hum- 
siaes: the Rev. R. Aspland, the Rev. J. Coates; 


and, the Rey. J. Towers, spoke.on the same side 
of. the. question. An adjournment however was 


moved, and lost by the opposite party. Twenty- 


Jive voted for the adjournment— thirty-one against 


it—and twelve remained neutral. Many ministers 
from the'country were present ; but they are always 
deemed mere visitors, not, being allowed to speak 


er vote onthe occasion. But with respect, to the 


above division. on the adjournment, it must be par- 


- ticularly remembered, that several gentlemen, who 


held ‘out’ in ‘the first ‘instance, either by voting for 
the’ adjournnient, or by remaining neutral, after- 
wards signed the Petition with cordiality. Two of 
them became members of our Committee. The Re- 
soLuTIons were then read by the Chairman ; ; the first 
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was decidedly in\favour of them—the alone ground 
of difference being founded on the propriety of Pa 


| “iPhis is a plain Statement, my dear sir, of the 

origin of Petition in our’ first Meeting. ‘As 
Chairman, ‘I afterwards stepped forward to vin- 
from some ‘misrepresentations which had 
- gohe abroad respecting it. And I am sorry to 
have the same task to perform on the present occa- 
sion. But I never have been, and trust I never shall 
be, ashamed of the glorious cause in which we were 
that day engaged. It was the cause of God, ‘and 
of truth. And 1 do indeed deem my having pre- 
sided ‘upon such an occasion most* bonoursbye 
of life *. 


: We now come to the late Meeting at ‘Redcross 
- Street, which took’ place on the 2d of February, 

18138. The attendance was numerous, and the sub- 
ject underwent a spirited discussion. Dr. Apranam 
Reis opened the business with a short appropriate 
speech The Chairman, the Rev. Joseph Barrett 
'® Dr. Rees and Dr. Smith, together with Messrs. Morgan, Eouns, 


T. Rees, Humphrys, H. FP. Burder, Waters, and Highes, were chosen to 
be the Committee ; and the next day a deputation, consisting of the Rev. 


Dr. Abraham Rees, with Mesars. John Humphrys, John Evans,and Thomas. 


Rees, waited upon Lord Hottanp at Holland House, Kensington, and 
upon Wuttam Suite, Esq. M. P. Park Street, Westminster, to beg 


them to present the Petition to both Houses of Parliament, This was 


accordingly done, accompanied with observations illustrative ot their dis- 
tinguised attachment to civil and religious liberty. | 
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the Resolutions: of the former Meeting, which 


were proposed and seconded. by; Dr. 4. Rees, Dr. 
P. Smith, Messrs. Cox, Harper, Coates,and Morpan. 
The Pertirion also was proposed by Dr. 4. Rees, 
and seconded. by, the Rev. Samuel, Palmer. :The 
Petition, as well. as ‘the. Resolutions, met, the.appro- 
bation. of every individual present. Here, 


ever,.three or four.gentlemen succesively rose and 
‘objected to. the ime of, its: presentation... They 


wished it.to be deferred for at, least, a few months, 
assigning no other; reason, than :that an: 7mmediale 
presentation of it would seem to countenance. the 
Catholic cause, and aid them in; the accomplish- 
ment, of their wishes! This objection. was ably. re- 
pelled by. Drs. Regs, Linpsay, Situ, and gr, 
Two of the demurrers expressed. themselves satis- 
fied ; and as there was no further Opposition, the 
matter appeared toybe set at rest. The gentlemen 
who, were so hostile, to the Catholic claims, .as to 
forego an application, for their own. rights, lest hey - 


algo might be relieved-——never.divided the Meeting; 


nor. lifted up a. single hand against the immediate : 
presentation of the Petition! Accordingly the Chair- 
man pronounced it to be unanimously carried, in 


_ the presence of these gentlemen, and .not.even one- 


of them ‘suggested. the. impropriety .of the. use. of 
the term unanimous on ‘this ‘occasion. Its unani- - 


-mity was recorded in the Preamble to the Resolutions 


~+and-the Deputation,; :iniwaiting upon Lorv Hot- 
and Situ, Esq) apprised’ them of the 
circumstance. IT need not say that it gave that. ac- 
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complished and the patriotic. commoner, 
a high degree of satisfaction. Indeed; every li- 
beral-minded person, from the peer to the peasant, 
must have so far rejoiced—inasmuch as.it was the 
of COMPLETE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 119 


When Waiath Sera, Esq. M. Pp. for. 
presented the Petition to the House of Commons, 
tind agreeably to the title of the Petition descanted 
on the unanimity with which it had been voted, 
J. Burterworra, Esq, M. P. for Coventry, contra- 
dicted the honourable gentleman, declaring, in. the 
face of the House of Commons, that it, had. not 
been unanimous ; and, to make the. declaration, the 
more feasible, he referred to the former Meeting, 
where contrariety of sentiment had created a division, 
But between these Meetings. there was no connec- — 
tion. The former Petition was presented to a par- 
liament which is now no more. It was, therefore, 
mecessary that» a fresh presentation of the Petition 
toa new parliament should be made; for though 
no motion be grounded upon it when laid before 
the House, yet a’ power is reserved for a mo- 
‘tion when deemed fit and proper: and the subject 
‘being precisely the same, as on the late occasion, 
‘there was no necessity for its alteration. . The 
‘reiteration of the Petition may be accounted for 
without supposing any connection whatever between 


a 


consisted of the Rev. Drs. Rees and Smith, toges 
other with Messm..J. Barrett, T. Rees, and J. Byens. 
Cc 
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the former divided and the latter unanimous Meet- 
ing. And yet by this forced connection, as well as 

, by the denial of unanimity in the latter, was an 
i} _ attempt made to invalidate our Petition that had 
been carried in ‘a Meeting which had not been 
divided, and where a single hand hed not been 
lifted against it! 


If this be not unanimity, there is an end to all 
public business. Some may say, that the passing 
of the Petition was only nemine contradicente, and 
therefore this would have been a more accurate 
statement. But the expression of unanimous, in 
its ordinary acceptation, is, in the eye of men ac- 
quainted with public business, deemed synonymous 
with the amendment proposed, and with its use on 


this occasion every person se to have remained 
satishied*. 


We now come to a third Meeting, when the 
Rev. Samurt Parmer was in the Chair. Dr. Rees 
reported, that the Deputation had waited upon 
Lorp and Smits, Esq. to thank 
them, according to an unanimous vote, for their 
services on a former occasion, and to request them 

to present the Petition at any time they thought — 
most proper. And I rejoice that this Meeting of — 


Hi * Ihave availed myself of an opportuhity afforded me of asking the 
_ opinion of a very respectable friend, a Member of the House of Commons, 
nm “Pespecting the use of the term unanimous on the above occasion. And I 
iH OGL am happy te find that his opinion coincided with my own on the subject. 
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Ministers did, justice to themselves, to their Chair- 
man, to their; Secretary, and to. the Deputation, 
by the passing of the following Resolution ; a copy 
of which was transmitted to Mr. Butrerworts, to 
Mr. Smits, and to Lorp Houzanp, and has since 

been inserted in the public papers. 


Library, Redcross Street, March 2, 1813. 
At a NUMEROUS MEETING of the General Body of 
the Protestant DissENTING MINISTERS of the three 
Denominations— 


It. was, unanimously resolved, That this Meeting his 
heard, with great surprise, of the statement publicly made 
by Mr. BuTTERWORTH in the House of Commons, that the 
Petition lately presented to Parliament by this Body, for 
the repeal of all the Penal Statutes now in force on the 
subject of Religion, was not unanimous, and that the Mem- 
bers of this Body feel themselves bound to declare, that 
the Representation sent by their Committee and Secre- 
tary, to the public papers, and communicated to Lorp 
HOLLAND and Mr, SmiTH, was perfectly correct. 


SAM UEL PALMER, 


That numerous body, the Weaiecs Methodists 
to whom Mr. Butrerworta belongs, will not thank 
him for what he.-has done. They acquitted them- 
selves’ nobly in their opposition to Lord Sidmouth’s 
Bill; and ‘it will’ be in hem a grievous dereliction 


Whatever objection was stated to the time, and this was the only theme of 
contention—the not lifting up a hand against the immediate presentation of 
the Petition, authorised the Chairman to pronounce it unenimous, and all 
men of business acknowledge it. 
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to impede, either in their own or 
in the persons of their constituents, the progres of 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.” 


Put you ask, my dear sir, bbe came the honourable 
member to be acquainted with such a minute de- 


tail of our Meeting at Redcross Street? It appears 


from the following extraordinary correspondence, in- 
serted in the papers by way of justification, that 
the information was received from one of our own 
Dody, the Rey, Joseph Ivimey, Pastor of the Par- 
- ticular Baptist Church, Eagle Street, Holborn; and 
so far it must be confessed, Mr. Burrerworti has, 
to a certain degree, exonerated himself. 


of a Resolution, passed yesterday, at 
the Meeting ‘of thé Protestant Dissenting Ministers, at 
 Redcross Stree? Libraty, signed Samui Parmer, Chair- 
“man; and shall be much obliged, by. a written confirma. 


- tion; of what you stated to me, and which I accurately 
' pepeated in the House of Commons, respecting the Peti- 


tion to Parliament, adopted by the Dissenting Ministers, 

on the 9d of Fébruary last, for the repeal of all the Penal 
Statntes how in force on thé subject of religion, 

lam, 

To the Rev, Mr. Ivimey. 
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Red Lion March 4, 
~ Tham happy to explain the account I gave to‘ you, at 
my house, of the Meeting of the Protestant Dissenters ‘of 
London, and its Environs, at Redcross Street, on the 2d of 
February, 1819, respecting the Petition to Parliament, 
for “ the repealof all the Penal Statates now in force on 
the subject of religion.” 


‘Iwas present at the Meeting ; and, with, three other 
Ministers, opposed the measure, I have since ascer- 
tained, that several more were also decidedly against it; 
but we did not divide on the subject. A division had taken 
place at a former Meeting, respecting the same Petition, 
which was presented to the last Parliament. At that timé 
it was found, that thirty-one had voted for it; twenty- 


five, among whom I was one, against it ; and twelve 
were neuter. 


I wish you, sir, to understand, that we did not objett 
‘to the Petition itself, but to any Petition being presented 
‘at this time, lest it should be considered as dering in favour 
“Of the claims of the Roman Catholics, This was, however, 

expressly disavowed by the moversof the Petition; which, 
in my opinion, was the cause the motion for presenting 
the Petition was carried. I have since regretted that a 
| motion of adjournment was not made, as I have r no doubt 
_ it would have been supported. 


“This, ‘sir, ot 
doubt many who were prevent are ready to | 
| I am, sir, 
> With sentiments of respect, 


, obedient servant, 


‘ 
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If the Rev. Gentleman{' however, was thus con- 
scientiously dissatisfied with the Meeting, he should 
have divided it on the occasion; not to have di- 
vided the Meeting in such a case ; and then, by a 
statement, encourage a membet’of ‘the House of 
Commons to invalidate the object of the Petition, — 
by denying its unanimity, was to say the least of 


‘it—an act of disingenousness and of illiberality ! 


Nor can I omit. mentioning that it augurs ill to 
the interests of religious liberty, when those who 
profess most zealously to advocate the cause, appear 
so little to understand it. For this Rey. Gentle- 


man has published «a large volume, ‘intituled 


“History of the English’ Baptists,” in which he ex- 


poses and reprobates the operation of Penal Statutes 
in past ages towards his own Denomination. This 
work I have read with pleasure. Could I have en- 
gaged for any one of my Brethren, to have pleaded 
the. cause, of complete religious liberty, it would 
have*been the author of that volume; for he assures — 
the reader in the Preface, that “ the Enctisu Bap- 
Tists were the first persons who understood the im- 
portant doctrine of Curistian Liserty, and who 
zealously opposed at persecution for the sake of 
conscience!” If this be a true statement,and Mr. Jv:- 
mey deems himself a legitimate son of these English 
Baptists, we lament .his degeneracy, whilst his best 
friends must feel ‘astonishment that he should en- 
courage any member of the House of Commons to 


wedken the efficiency of a Petition, unanimously 


voted by a Body of Prorzsrant Dissenting .Mi- 
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nisTERS of the three Denominations—whose alone 
object was the annihilation of Penal Statutes, which 
he had himself consigned to execration— 


et 


If thou be’est ne—but O how fallen! * 
MILTON. 


The doctrine of reticious LIBERTY, my dear sir; 


is applicable to every human being. The rationa+ 
lity with which man is endowed, implies ‘that \ he 
is to exercise it in the best manner he is able for 
the worship his Maker. And is such an. indi- 
vidual to suffer on this account? Should his opi- 


nions lead to a breach of the peace, the law is 


ready to avenge the injury sustained by exemplary 
punishment. No man ought to say to his brother, 
you shall worship God in ¢his particular way, and 
in no other. But he who afflicts with pains.and 
penalties those who worship their Maker in a dif- 
ferent way from himself, is a persecutor !—Every 


* It will be gratifying to the liberal reader to be informed, that ‘the 
Lay Depoties who protect the civil rights of the three Denominations 
of Protestant Dissenters, and who are respectable gentlemen, chosen out 
of the several congregations in the cities of London and Westminster, 
have voted a Petition, by a large majority, for the abolition of all Penal 
Statutes in matters of religion.. Much indeed is due to their Chairman, 
Smith, Esq. P. and to their Deputy Chairman, JounGurney, 
Esq. who have uniformly proved themselves the friends of complete reli- 
gious liberty. I have this moment learnt, with pleasure, from a re- 
spectable independent Minister, that a large number of Dissenting Minis- 
ters, in the county of Devon, have met at Exeter, after the example 
set them: in London and Westminster. | 
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fan has within himself a stronger motive to think and 


act aright than you can suggest tohim, Hencethe 


right of -private’ judgment is our birth-right, and 


' he who has deeply impressed himself with the im- 


portance of the exercise of this right) will most 


- readily grant it to others. And yet such is the 


mortifying weakness of human nature, that we main- 
tain. in) principle what we deny in practice. De- 


plorable instances of this kind occur in the anon 


miist © not ‘petition the Legislature for their just 


fights—because ‘the Catholics have also for the ob+ 


ject of their claims the recovery of the same just rights, 


is absurd and preposterous in the extreme. Such 
pemeaeet can originate only im minds that are nar- 
rowed by intolerance, and overshadowed with bigo- 
try. * But the Petition made no mention of the 


Catholics) We merely state our case on the broad | 


basis of Protestant Dissenters. We meet as such— 
and petition as such—of course we must ap- 
peat- to aid all who are similarly oppressed: And 
is there any thing.either.in the. precepts, or in the 
spirit of our religion, that prohibits our compas- 
sionating, and even assisting, the distressed of every 
description?..On the contrary we are encouraged to 
sucha conduct by the Saviour himself, Mark xi. 38. 
And. John answered him, saying—Master, we saw 


one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth — 


not us, dnd we forbade him because he followeth not 
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usio But. Jesus:said;: Forzip: Thus: idid 
Jesus Christ, himself an exquisite pattern 
dour and moderation, denounce in) am authoritative 

Bat the obedience: of bar’ s rule, 
vi Shs And as ye would that men should do to you 
do ye also'to them likewise—would lay. all: -mat- 
ters, which savour of illiberality, at’ rest,; ‘This 
rule not only as applicable at the equator as) at the 
poles—but is, alas! as necessary to be inforced in the 
nineteenth as it was in the first century. Caristians 
confine the ‘reprobation of its neglect: only where 
reputation is injared—property violated—or life 
tinguished by the hand of ‘the murderer. Whereas: 
therdeprivation' of civil rights, on account of mere 
religious opinions, is equally to be deprecated. 
deed the observance of ‘this: golden rule: would ‘cure: 
the most inveterate prejudices with which human 
nature is infected.:: It pours light -into the under- 
standing, and’ subdues the boisterous emotions of 
thegheart.. ‘Mutual forbearance .is the leading ‘in- 

junction of the Son of God, who came to Serer 
and bless ‘rar ‘WHOLE WORLD. 


” Upon this Passage my venerable friend Dr. Abraham:Rees preached a 
_ Sermon on the late Fast Day—which I am happy to learn is in the Press, 
and Will be soon published. An admirable Appress to the Protestants 
of Great’ and Ireland, by Charles Butler, Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, 
has this Postscript, ‘“ I héar, with infinite pleasure, that by a legislative 
degree of the Cortes, rae Sranisu Inquisition is utterly abolished. 
So perish every mode of RELIGIOUs Persecution, by whom or against 
whomisoever raiséd !” This’is the unadulterated spirit of Christianity. 
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History, my»dear: sir,: derives its dignity from 
transmitting to us the experience of ‘past ages, by! 
which we are delighted: and improved. Experience 
is the great teacher of men—and will effect wonders 
where the mind .is impervious to argumentation. 
Almost:évery page of Ecclesiastical History, stream- 
does with blood, shéws that the operation. 
of Statutes (come from what quarter they. 
may). is disgraceful to humanity: The mandates 
of power, and. the dictates of conscience, are as. 
remote from each other as heaven and hell. -They 
never have kindly united,-for the God of nature 
has decreed there should be no affinity between. 
them. ‘Their union has »been- the parent of blood-. 
shed in Protestant and :Catholic. churches. Perse- 
oution «generates hypocrites, but has never yet 
produced; one genuine disciple of Christ. 

specimen of the nstere: perni«: 
cious tendency of Penal Statutes now in force on 
matters of religion, take the Test Act—a direct pro- 


fanation.of ‘Taz Loxn’s Surrée! An ordinance 
‘stituted by the Saviour. im his: Jast. moments, ob- 
‘served by Christians in every age of the Church, 


with feelings of the profoundest veneration, and-pe- 
Culiarly ‘caletilated “énkindle the hallowed emo- 
tions. of gratitude and love in the faithful Disciple, 
is ‘made the’ passport to civil offices, the introduc- 


tion to situations that have not the remotest con- — 
nection with the sacred. interests of Hap- 
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pily serious. Churchmen are agreed. with the con- 
scientious Dissenter, in reprobating the conversion 
of the Sacrament into a qualification for an office 
in the excise, or @ Commission in ‘the army and 
navy. . Neither, party can. approve of a. practice 
so hostile to the. genius of true piety. Against 
this profanation, the.immortal FOX, together. with 
a luminous band of Senators, have hitherto pointed 
the thunder of their eloquerice in vain. And 
Cowper, a devout member of the established Church, 


has these lines, which breathe. an honest . sia 3 
tion, mingled with a wholesome severity-— th 


Hest by statute shoved from its design 
_ ‘The Saviour’s feast—his own blest bread and wine ; 
And made the symbols of atoning grace 
-c Office key—a picklock to a place, 
_... That infidels may prove their title good 
By an oath dipped in sacramental blood? ~ 
_ & blot that will be still a blot—in spite 
. Of all that grave apologists may write; 
And though a BisHop toil’d to cléanse the stain, 


«fi, 
KINGDOM IS \NOT OF THIS WORLD was the de. 


| deaenlits of. Jesus Curist—the import of which 
ought to be indelibly. impressed on the mind of his 


disciples:| He disclaims all. force,. as abhorrent 
from the mild and unassuming genius of his. re- 


-ligion. Morat &xXcELLENCE was one of the great 


ends of his divine mission. Humility and can- 
dour, condescension and benignity, together with 
a: comprehensive love, form a constellation of vir- 
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. illustrated, ‘and: is now .emblazoned «forth , to the 
world. No ‘legislator of ancient’ Greece: (says 
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tues in his by which: it was originally 


the:late’ Mr, Rodinson)—-no ‘Republican Senate— 
no assembly of Nobles—no regal Council—no 


magnanimous Monarch ever proposed, or ever could 
propose, the enobling of the human mind, and 


the relinement of the heart, as the ultimate ends 
of government—Thine, Lord Jesus! was the glory 
the unrivalled glory of forming a kingdom not 


. & this world—a kingdom formed to gratify THe 


UNIVERSAL Passion, the unquenchable thirst for im- 
mortal happiness in man *.” 


The arosrizs of Jesus.Christ inculeated a similiar 
‘spirit, and displayed a similar conduct in the pro- 
pagation of Christianity. They sought the con- 


version of men by .persuasion—they addressed the 
intellectual principle—founded not on the denun- 
ciations of the. magistrate, but on the terrors. of 
the Lord. Their weapons are declared by them- 


_ Selves not fo, be carnal but, spiritual. And the 


apostTie: of the Gentiles has rendered his sentiments, 
if, possible; more. intelligible, or rather has ex- 
pressed them in a way that cannot be misunder- 


stood, when he. this — address 


_ Ropert Ropinson, of Cambridge, were recently published, in Five 


volumes, octavo, by Mr. B. Frower, with a Lire, written by that gentle- 
man, well worthy the perusal of every frend to civil and religious liberty. 


| 
1 
‘ 
if 
| 
| 
| | 
} 
x 
‘ 
> 
\ 
ae 
a 
| 
| 
~ 
* 


‘to the Corinthian converts—“ Now};1, Paut, m¥seur, 

BESEECH YOU, BY ‘THE MEEKNESS AND GENTLFNESS OF 

Curist.” After such language made use of 

specting the great Founder of our religion, and the 

means by which this Revelation was to be propa- 

gated, one would suppose that’ the fabricator or 
supporter of Penal Statutes, was altogether -unac- 

quainted with the records of the New Testament. 

But.the spirit.of inspiration foretold the deteriora- 
tion of the gospel—and accordingly persi:cuTion 
arose with all its chequered forms, and in its hideous 
deformity. »Debasing the genius, and -overwhelm- 

ing the efficacy of true ‘religion, it’ has acted ‘its 

frightful tragedies to the exultation of the unbe- 

ieving world. It was an observation of the late 

learned Jortin, Vicar of Kensington} that*we 

are told in the Gospels that Jesus ‘drove his ené- | 
mies once,.out of the Temple—but we never read 

| that -he attempted to rorce one into 


With to my sir, Mitely 
raised against the Catholics, and which jis ‘the* 
avowed cause of opposition to our Petition, in- 
dividuals should. examine. ‘the’ motives by’ which 
they are actuated. My venerable tutor, the late 
Dr. Gzorce Campsert, of Aberdeen, has these 
admirable remarks on such conduct. “ We exclaim 
against Popery ;. and in exclaiming against it, we 
betray bat too manifestly that: we have’ imbibed 


| 
We 


detest ity: Inthe most | 
Spirit’ of Popery;'and with the: unhallowed 


of Popery;' we: would! fight® aginst Popery 
the man of Wat is the breath 


we Gren pretensions to faith 


if mot ‘in' his word: We have no faith | 


th Weapons invisible: aad ‘impalpable, Curis- 
ancient *times, confided’ inthe divine pro- 


in these days confide’ of 


They to the sword'of'the spirit for 
of truth, ‘andthe defeat of error—we 
‘of the magistrate; Gop’s pro- 


Well echough ‘when the lépisiatire is their 
ie high time indeed that tas Canterian 
agein stand on iti Divine 
atid ‘irresistible ies ‘progress; it ic 


Wittn ‘freed ‘fromthe’ toad of 
mventions, to ‘unite the great’ family: of 


the’ bands of undissembled ‘and 


ais work replete 


ali the 


John 


ent yan. 
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‘bares, whose testimony; will have. its weight with 


OF: 
dMaving given,,my deaf: sir; the. opinion of 


eminent .writers: deceased-—-the .one: Dissenting. 


Minister+—and:the other.a. Minister. of the Kirk 


Scotland-+~imibehalf; of »my views, and. of. the 
views. of my Brethren, on, this.interesting subject, 


Divwillnow introdtice: the sentiments of:rwo. 


enlightened andi liberal.: members of: the » Established 


he | declares,. in» his. usual. pomted and ener~ 


ic manner+“iAny ZEAL. is proper for RELIGION 
but: the zeal of the..sword, anddhe zeal:of anger: 
This is théebitierness: of zeat,iand it .is.a certain 

teifiptation to.every man against hisduty.. For if 


the and.dictates ; propositions 
by empire, instead of arguments, and, engraves them 
jmcinen’s kearts with a -poignard-—that it» shall: be 


death to: believe what ;I am innocently and igho- 


rantly persuaded. it must: needs be unsale to try 
‘thes spiritgntectry, all things, make 
And. yet, without, justify 
God:,or «say 
that bis. religion is best, since he cannot, without a 
final danger, hake himself able to’give a Might sen- 
“tence,. and.to follow tliat. which, he. finds. to.. be: the 
best, ‘Fhis may rain sours by making ‘hypocrites, 
Careless coinpliant against conscience, or- 
without it, but it. does, not. save. squls, though .per- 


4 
| 
| 
f 
5 
> 
A 
j 
ot 
9 
en 
» 
| 
. 
| 
. 


28° 


adventure it should force them to:.a, good opinion. 
This is énordination of xeal—for Curist by reprov- 
ing St..Peter drawing his sword, even in the cause. 
of Christ, for his sacred injured -person,. 
teaches. us \not to use, the. sword, though in the: 
cause of or for God»himself, because:he will 
secure his own fet him be as. 


present Bishop of andaf, . will 
listened, to on every occasjon with attention, He 


has written,.with transcendant ability in, behalf of 
THE Cunistian Rericion against Gibbon and Paine, 
whowwere incessantly reproaching its professors with 
intolerance and bigotry. ~Speaking of himself. and: 
of his fellow Christians—this is his..noble decla 
ration, iniréply. to all, such imputations—“ We 
ought to, entertaim. no other wish but that gveay. 
man, be allowed, without loss of fame or fortune, 
et sentire: que velit et gue sentiat dicere t.. This 
absglute freedom of.iaquiry,it is apprehended, is thé 


best; way: of, investigating the sense of scripture— 


the of,producing an uni- 
fornaity of epinion, and of rendering Tug Gospst Dis- 
PENSATION as intelligible to ys in the nineteenth, as 


5 


liberaly gaa ‘traly’ respectable Bishop of Norwieh, has rematked, “ to 
make the-works of Jengmy Taxtor more known, is to diffuse picty, 
learnjpg, loguence, and an enlightened moderation.” _ See Fellowes’ 
judicidts Extracts from Txy.or’s Living’ and Dying, A 


“ in the'labove Extract ; for the” present 
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we paceman it was to the Christians of the First 
Century.” 


Thus, my dear sir, according to request, I have 
laid’ before you a statement of the origin and pro- 
gress of rus Petition which hath recently been 
prégefited both Houses of’ Parliament—ac- 
counting at the same tiitie for the’ treatment’ it 
has received from a quarter whence better things 


_ were to have beén expected. And you will ‘agree 


with me, that Both the Senator and the Divine 
might have been more usefully employed than ‘in en- 
deavouring to arrest the progress of comprete Re- 
ticgious Liserty. I have indulged, in a few con- 
eluding remarks, ‘illustrative of the salutary ten- 


dency ‘of the Resoxvutions, and of the’ Petirion. 


Foras they were passed with unanimity—so like- 
wise will they béar examination. They are dictated 
by réason in its legitimate exercise, sanctioned by 
Revelation in its purest form, and breathe a spirit 
of humanity. The conduct of the body of Dis- 


senting Ministers in the metropolis, petitioning for. 


the abolition of Att Pénal Statutes in matters of 
religion, will, I trust, be imitated throughout’ the 


respectable Ministers of the three Denominations 
who took the lead at the several Meetings— 
herself dare not pronounce it, @ party 
question. The cause indeed must eventually 


| 


kingdom. From the names which I have given. of 
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nor the clamour, of avowed enemies, can inflict 
a mortal blow. Unimpaired and inexhaustible are 
the energies of RELIGIOUS PREEDOM. 


To sum, up the whole as on a former occasion— 
the assertion of the right of private judgment in 
matters. of religion is. the basis of Taz CurisTiaN 
Reticion. Thus was the divine mission of THE 
SAVIOUR annodnced, supported, and propagated 
throughout the world. On this principle THE CuuRCH 
or Ewoianp, at, the Reformation, separated from the 
Church of Rome, gloriously exercising the right 
with which the God of nature had invested her, and 
setting an example ta posterity. And upon this 
principle did our Protestant dissenting ancestors, in 

‘the time of Queen Elizabeth, withdraw from the 

Church of England, and boldly maintain the liberty 
with which. Curist had, made them free. Political 
restraint in matters of conscience is foreign to the 
spirit of religion. The reign. of Penal Statutes, 
hath, like. a solar eclipse, interrupted the brightness 
of: THE GREAT, SPIRITUAL LUMINARY—but its_ termi- 
nation,,now. approaching, will augment the splen- — 
dour of the succeeding day ! 


At. this,.eventful crisis, it begomes professors of 
every, denomination. to, overlook petty distinctions— 
it. is time that-invidious marks of discrimation should. 
 beobliterated. The children of men are the offspring 
of, onE COMMON, F.aTHER, and the objects of redemp- 


m Ove common Saviour—whilst by repentance 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
ia! 
° 
j 
q 
4 
| 
| 
| 
= 
e 


31 


towards God and faith “in ‘the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they alike hecome. the expectants of a BLESSED iM 
MORTAL! ty! 


Love, my dear ‘ir, is the badge and’ glory of the 
religion of Christ. ° It is the atmosphere which the 
true disciple delights to breathe—the region in which 
he moves with tacit: Every thing that sours the 
temper, alienatés the spirit, and inflames the 
sions; shonld Be banished from the mind. Gop is 
Love. Jesus Cukisr is the image of the God of love, 

The disciples*of Curist should be known not so 
much by systems of ‘opitiions and modes of worship 
as by that GENEROUs arrEecTion—which, whilst it em- 
braces the household of faith, feels kindly towards 
ALL—promoting, neither by pains | nor penalties, but 


by every means in their power, the present . peace 
and the eternal | happiness of mankind. 


Ga 
sik, 
Yours 
Islington, 
March 25, 1813 
Stiido 34 
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vernacular tongue—this 1s indeed after 


help congratulating the 0 Protestant 
Dissenters at on the Ministers of Deno- 
minations in London and Webtninster, having 
(Tuesday, April 20, 1813) met at . Redcross-Street, and 
UNANIMOUSLY voted a series of Resolutions, together with 
‘toboth Houses of Parliament, ’in favour of. 


the free propagation. of the Gospel.throaghout the vast ter- 


_fitory of India. And a Deputation, consisting of the Rev. 


Dr. 4: Rees—the Reo. Dr:'J. Pye Smith, t ether with’ 
Messrs? Newman. ‘and: Evans,: were appoin too wait’ 
upon  Lorp HOLLAND; and. Wituam Sirs, M. P.. 
to beg them to present the Petition to the Two ‘tM of 
Parlranent. By adopting safe,’ ‘arid’ efficacious 
means ,of extending «the triumphs’ of the “Gospel through 
distant, regions .of the globe—we accelerate the accom-. 
plishment of that most ablinas of all the prophecies re- 
cordéd' in Holy Writ, Rev. xi.'15> “ Si SEVENTH 
ANGEL sounded, and there were great ooices. in gro 
saying— The kingdoms of this world are become the. 


Tt is a circumstance. not [puri shat, 
the original Protestant lion to India was patronized by 
Grorce THE First, and by Dr. Wake, Archbishop of 
Canterbury. And to their honcer be it’ spoken, Church- 
men have long co-operated im ;this: good work. For indi- 
viduals of different creeds, and different modes of worship, 
thus cordially to’ concur in pouring forth the pure light of 
the Christian Revelation upon the benighted nations of the 
earth, by furnishing them with the wg ee in ther own 

injunction of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, and in the noblest interpretation of 
his words—to cherish the unity of the Spirit in the Bonp 
OF PEACE. In necessariis UNITAS—in non necessarits 
BERTAS—in omnibus See an excellent 
by the Rev. J. Barrett, of Carter-Lane—wherein is shewn 
that missionary efforts, conducted with wisdom, are the ‘off- 
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